
 

3/2021 

 

 

Date_______________________ 

 

Ambassador Princess Reema Bandar Al-Saud 
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia 
601 New Hampshire Ave. NW, Washington DC 20037 

 

Your Royal Highness, 

On 10 February, Saudi woman human rights defender Loujain al-Hathloul was conditionally released from prison 
after being sentenced by the Specialized Criminal Court in December 2020 to five years and eight months in 
prison, with partial suspension of two years and 10 months, including the time she has already served in 
detention since May 2018. She was convicted of trumped-up charges related to her peaceful human rights work, 
including “spying with foreign parties” and “conspiring against the kingdom” for promoting women’s rights and 
calling for the end of the male guardianship system in Saudi Arabia. 

Even though she is now outside prison, Loujain al-Hathloul is not free yet. She continues to face probation, 
which means she faces the risk of re-imprisonment - conditional release and a travel ban of five years. In 
addition, she continues to be denied access to justice and accountability for her allegations of being tortured 
and harassed in prison during the first three months of her detention. 

I urge you to ensure that Loujain al-Hathloul’s conviction and sentence are quashed as she was detained and 
tried solely for peacefully exercising her right to freedom of expression. I also urge you to ensure Loujain al-
Hathloul’s freedom of movement and travel by lifting the ban imposed on her for the coming five years, as well 
as removing the travel ban on her parents. Furthermore, I call on you to ensure an impartial, effective 
investigation into the reports of Loujain al-Hathloul being tortured, harassed, and ill-treated in prison, that she 
receives full reparation, and that those suspected of responsibility are prosecuted in fair trials with no possibility 
of the death penalty. Finally, I urge you to ensure Loujain al-Hathloul’s safety and protection from threats, 
harassment, and any kind of punitive measures, to enable her to safely continue her human rights work without 
intimidation or fear of prosecution. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Name_________________________________________  
 

Address______________________________________________________________ 


